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Dear Freshwater Land Trust community,
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| am writing to you during the middle of the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak, and it is my hope that you and your families are safe and
stay safe in the coming days and weeks.
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Our team is working hard to advance important conservation and trail
projects during this challenging time, and | am excited to share our
2019 Annual Report with you. Last year, Freshwater Land Trust made
great strides. We conserved new land, led impactful stewardship
partnerships, opened three new trails, and developed strong
foundations for future projects.

I hope you will consider supporting us financially during this time.

Protected land, natural beauty, and public access to the outdoors are
more important now than ever.
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Announced purchase of Hosted second annual Installed first “litter gitter”
16.5-mile rail corridor and endangered species tour across device at the headwaters
opened Five Mile Creek Jefferson County of Valley Creek
Greenway in Gardendale
January August November December
June October December
Closed on 287-acre Opened High Ore Line to Replaced culvert and Conserved 108 new
mitigation bank with Red Mountain Park improved rush darter acres of land in Blount
Westervelt Ecological connection habitat in Turkey Creek County
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2019 IMPACT

Working together for cleaner, greener, and more active communities
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S51
1,659
6,966+

FRESHWATER LAND TRUST
PROPERTY SNAPSHOT

Total Acres

Fee-Owned Properties
Conservation Easements

Acres in Black Warrior River Basin
Acres in Alabama River Basin
Acres in Tallapoosa River Basin

NEW TRAILS OPENED

+ Five Mile Creek Greenway at Gardendale

+ High Ore Line to Red Mountain Park

+ Clairmont Walking Trail

NEW ACRES CONSERVED

With the help of generous landowners and industry partners

PEOPLE ENGAGED AT EVENTS

Including presentations, workshops, and outdoor events

ACRES MONITORED & MANAGED

For ecosystem health, wildlife habitat, and water quality

6,966

3,995 (57%)
2,971 (43%)

3,788 (54%)
2,237 (32%)
941 (14%)
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INVEST IN YOUR
LAND TRUST

Here are a few ways you can support Freshwater Land Trust in 2020.
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BUILD JONES VALLEY
TRAIL EXTENSION

We are leading a campaign to fund and build Jones Valley Trail

Extension. This highly-anticipated, multi-use trail will connect
Rotary Trail in downtown Birmingham to Avondale’s 41st Street
and make future Red Rock Trail System connections possible.

Help us reach our $1,000,000 goal and finish
Jones Valley Trail Extension for the 2021 World Games!
jonesvalleytrail.swell.gives

BECOME AN OFFICIAL
FRESHWATER FAN

If you value beautiful forests, clean water, and accessible trails,

you are already a fan of what we do. Why not make it official? As a

Freshwater Fan, you will provide critical support for conservation

and outdoor recreation in Central Alabama. Giving levels begin
at $100 and include fun, annual benefits.

Become a Freshwater Fan today!
freshwaterlandtrust.org/donate

EVENTS: STAY TUNED

We are committed to our community’s health and safety and

will take every precaution before moving forward with public

events. Follow us on social media and visit our website for the
latest updates. We anticipate upcoming events to include:

August 9: Land Aid featuring Umphrey’s McGee
TBD: Conservation Easement Seminars
TBD: Guided Weekend Hikes

freshwaterlandtrust.org/events
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39% Foundations & Agencies
25% Corporations
19% Stewardship Endowment

17% Fundraising & Individual Giving

Total Income:
$905,840

B 72% Program Delivery
B 16% Support Services
[ 12% Fundraising & Outreach

Total Expenses:
$800,659

Diversity and inclusion are foundational values of Freshwater Land Trust and primary drivers of our work in the community
and our workplace culture. A central tenet of our mission is to provide outdoor spaces and recreational opportunities to
everyone in our geographical footprint, regardless of their location, income level, neighborhood demographics, or physical
ability. As a result, our work helps grow the collective consciousness for protecting and enjoying the natural environment
and strengthens social bonds between diverse populations. We intentionally seek work in marginalized communities in
order to help build a more inclusive community in the Greater Birmingham and Central Alabama area.

As an organization, Freshwater Land Trust believes that each of our employees brings unique and special skills, perspectives,
and experiences to the table, and we strive to maintain a culture that allows each of them to thrive, succeed, and

contribute to Freshwater Land Trust’s mission to his or her fullest potential.

Board of Directors

Mike Goodrich Jr., Chair, First Avenue Ventures

Thomas W. Thagard lll, Vice Chair; Maynard Cooper & Gale
Natalie Kelly, Secretary, Brasfield & Gorrie

Charlie Nowlin, Treasurer, McWane, Inc.

Robin A. Wade Ill, Immediate Past Chair, Wade Sand & Gravel
Nelson Bean, Synovus Bank

Tom Carruthers lll, Red Rock Realty Group

Susan Comensky, Alabama Power Company

Dr. Lawrence Davenport, Samford University

Dr. Richard Embrey, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama
Jeanne Jackson, Jeanne Jackson Consulting

Randy Jordan, Bryant Bank

F. Hampton McFadden, Jr., Vulcan Value Partners

Dr. Julie Price, UAB

Virginia Randolph, Community Volunteer

Jenny Brown Short, Community Volunteer

Barrie Stokes, Community Volunteer

Larry Thornton, Thornton Enterprises

Sid Trant, University of Alabama Systems

Staff

Rusha Smith, Executive Director

Mary Beth Brown, Communications
Director

Carolyn Buck, Red Rock Trail System
Director

Jeffrey Drummond, Stewardship Director
Karen Inouye, Land Steward Fellow
Sally LaRue, Outreach Coordinator

Tina Simonton, Finance & Development
Director

Elizabeth Sims, Conservation Director
AmeriCorps Members

Cameron Balentine 2018-19
Jesslyn Blankenship 2018-19




